A comparison of 3,4-diaminopyridine and 4-aminopyridine in the anaesthetized cat.
3,4-Diaminopyridine and 4-aminopyridine were compared in the anaesthetized cat and found to be equiactive in their anti-curare activity. This in vivo similarity is at variance with previous in vitro studies which demonstrate 3,4-diaminopyridine to be more active than 4-aminopyridine at the neuromuscular junction. Possible reasons for the similarity between the two aminopyridines at the in vivo neuromuscular junction are discussed and it is concluded that 3,4-diaminopyridine has only marginal advantages over 4-aminopyridine as a potential anti-curare agent.